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The world is big enough for all kinds of people.
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ABOUT THE BOOK
The unforgettable bestseller Wonder has inspired a nationwide 
movement to Choose Kind. Now educators can introduce the 
importance of choosing kind to younger readers with this 
gorgeous picture book, featuring Auggie and Daisy on an 
original adventure, written and illustrated by R. J. Palacio.

A boy whose face doesn’t look ordinary likes to do the same 
things that other kids do. But the other kids don’t see past his 
facial difference. They don’t invite him to play, and they point 
at him and call him names. When he is feeling especially 
lonely, he and his dog put on space helmets and fl y through
the atmosphere. They land on Pluto, where they play with 
old friends. As they fl oat back to Earth, the boy sees a world 
big enough for all kinds of people. The boy’s mother calls 
him unique and a wonder, and he begins to think about the 
other kids and how they might change their view of him. 
Kindness is the underlying theme in this nod to a younger 
Auggie Pullman, the main character in Wonder.

IN THE CLASSROOM
All children are exposed to school or neighborhood bullies. They may even know what it feels like to be
excluded from a game or activity. But they may not realize how someone with physical differences feels when
others point and call them names. It’s natural for children to be curious about those who have differences, like 
Auggie in We’re All Wonders. This guide offers ideas that focus on the need to belong, individual differences, 
dealing with personal challenges, and kindness.

It’s important that students learn how to read the pictures and connect what they see to the literary elements of 
the story. The text of this book is simple, but the message is ageless. For this reason, some of the activities are 
designed to support the learning environment of older students. Teachers are encouraged to choose the activities 
appropriate for their class. We’re All Wonders allows younger children to be included in school- and community-
wide groups that are reading Wonder and sets the stage for reading more about Auggie Pullman when they 
are older.

PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
Discuss the cover of the book. What is different about the boy? Have the class brainstorm words that best 
describe him. Then have students use the descriptive words and write a paragraph that portrays the boy. 
Make a concluding sentence that expresses an opinion about why he is wearing a space helmet. 

Read aloud the title of the book. Have students write a paragraph that states what they think the book is about.
Allow time in class for students to share their writing. 
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QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION (FOUNDATION STAGE) 
  What does the fi rst line in the book reveal about the boy?

  Defi ne ordinary. In what way is the boy an ordinary kid? How is he extraordinary?

  Study the illustrations at the beginning of the book, and point out Auggie’s best friend. Follow Auggie 
and Daisy through the entire story. Explain why Daisy isn’t in the pictures at the end of the book.

  Take a look at the pictures of Auggie’s classmates. Describe each student. How are they all different?
What might they have in common?

  Discuss the meaning of wonder. Explain why Auggie’s mother calls him a wonder. What is the fi rst hint that 
other people don’t see Auggie the way his mother sees him? 

  Study the illustration that shows how the other kids see Auggie. Which kid really doesn’t want to see him?
Which kids are astonished? Which kid is about to laugh? Which kids are frowning? How are their facial 
expressions rude?

 Which illustration reveals how sad Auggie feels when people treat him rudely? 

  Explain how the space helmet and the water tower reveal what happens next in the story. 

  Describe the friends he encounters on Pluto. What does this say about Auggie’s need to belong?
How does Auggie show kindness to them? 

  Explain what Auggie means when he says, “People just need to change the way they see.” At the end of the 
story, Tadeo offers Auggie a ball. How is this a gesture of friendship? Discuss how Tadeo changes the way 
he sees. 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
  Invite a teacher who works with students with physical or learning differences to speak to the class. In what 
ways are these kids ordinary? How are they different? Ask the teacher to help students understand what they 
can do to make those with differences feel that they belong. 

  The pictures of Auggie’s classmates reveal their reaction to his facial difference. Divide the class into small 
groups and ask them to create fi ve questions that are appropriate to ask Auggie. Instruct the groups to choose 
words that are kind and gentle. Allow time in class for the groups to share their questions.

  What might Auggie’s and Daisy’s hearts desire? Have students cut out stars and write what Auggie and Daisy 
might wish upon a star. Create a display of stars. How many different wishes did the students create?

  Take a careful look at the boy that offers Auggie the ball at the end of the story. Then refer back to the pictures 
of Auggie’s classmates to identify him as Tadeo. Have students share what they think Tadeo says to Auggie 
when he hands him the ball. 
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R. J. Palacio’s Wonder has spread kindness in classrooms and communities across the country and
inspired the Choose Kind anti-bullying initiative. The Certifi ed Kind Classroom Challenge is a fun way

to instill the spirit of Wonder into your classroom by promoting, recognizing, and celebrating 
acts of kindness among peers throughout the school year.

Here’s How Your Classroom Can Become Certified Kind:
1. Label an incentive jar with an offi cial Certifi ed Kind label. 

Download labels at www.penguin.co.uk/choosekind

2. Challenge students to do kind deeds in order to fi ll the jar with marbles
(1 kind deed = 1 marble).

3. Post pictures and anecdotes about your classroom’s progress
on social media using the hashtag #choosekind.

Please make sure that any people in your pictures are 18 or older.

4. When the jar is full, take a photograph and upload it at 
www.penguin.co.uk/choosekind along with your name and school or 

class name. Post your photograph on social media using the 
hashtag #choosekind.

5. You will receive an email confi rmation that your classroom is Certifi ed Kind, 
as well as a certifi cate of achievement. 

BECOME A CERTIFIED KIND CLASSROOM

#choosekind
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
R. J. Palacio was born and raised in New York City. She attended
the High School of Art and Design and the Parsons School of Design, 
where she majored in illustration with the hopes of someday following 
in the footsteps of her favorite childhood author-illustrators, Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry, Maurice Sendak, and the D’Aulaires. She was a 
graphic designer and art director for many years before
writing Wonder. 

We’re All Wonders, which is based conceptually on the themes of her 
novel, represents the fulfi llment of her dream to write and illustrate 
her own picture book. Palacio is also the author of Auggie & Me: 
Three Wonder Stories and 365 Days of Wonder: Mr. Browne’s 
Precepts. She lives in Brooklyn, where she is surrounded by magical 
water towers, with her husband, their two sons, and their two dogs, 
Bear and Beau. Learn more about her at rjpalacio.com or on Twitter
at @RJPalacio.
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Wonder
9780552565974

365 Days of Wonder
9780552572712

Auggie & Me: Three
Wonder Stories

9780552574778

Wonder Journal
9780552574747
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The world is big enough for all kinds of people.

CLASSROOM!

IN

TEACHERS: Have your students sign their names on this poster.

#choosekind

TEACHERS: Have your students sign their names on this poster.
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WE’RE ALL WONDERS
Walk in Auggie’s Shoes

Write fi ve words that express what it might feel like 
to walk in Auggie’s shoes in the spaces below.

#choosekind

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Dear Auggie,

Yours in wonder,

WE’’RE ALL WONDERS
Writing Prompt

Everyone wants to belong. Write a friendly letter to Auggie 
inviting him to join an after-school activity.
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WE’’RE ALL WONDERS
Writing Prompt

Auggie says, “I think the world is big enough for all kinds of people.” Use the space 
below to begin a short story about someone who is different from you. Think about 

what type of illustrations would work best with your story.
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We’re All Wonders Bulletin Board Name Cards
Have each student fi ll out a card about one of their peers. 

You can divide students into pairs or have them choose a name out of a hat.

is a wonder because

Art © 2017 by R. J. Palacio

is a wonder because

Art © 2017 by R. J. Palacio

is a wonder because

Art © 2017 by R. J. Palacio

is a wonder because

Art © 2017 by R. J. Palacio



“I know I can’t change the way I look.
BUT maybe, just maybe,

people can change the way they see.”
Colour in the picture below.
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