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Teaching notes 
 

 Each child requires a copy of the Victorian 
kitchen sheet and a comparison sheet.  This 
activity can be repeated comparing Victorian toys 
with modern day toys. Additional sheets for this 
are attached if required. 

 Look at the picture on pages 20-21.  Ask the 
children to circle on their Victorian kitchen sheet 
any items that they think are specific to the 
Victorians.  Explore the image together pointing 
out the Victorian items: scullery, range, gas lamp, 
flat iron, mangle, Belfast sink, washing line.  Do 
the children know what these items are called or 
what they do?  Write the words on display for 
children to use later in their writing. 

 Are there any similarities or differences when compared with your kitchen at 
home?  E.g. children may also have a Belfast sink in their kitchen.  What other 
items do we have in our kitchens today?  E.g. microwave, fridge, coffee maker, 
dishwasher etc. 

 Children then complete the comparison sheet writing down all the Victorian items 
that have been discussed.  The children then need to think about all the items in 
their kitchen at home and write them in the second column.  When the children 
have finished their task they can compare their work with a partner.  Were there 
any items they had not thought about?  Do they think they have more items in 
their kitchens than in Victorian times?  

 An alternative activity would be to compare Victorian toys with present day toys.  
Use the pictures on pages 24-25 to start off the discussion and repeat the lesson 
plan above asking children to list Victorian toys and their own toys instead of 
kitchen items.
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Help Biff find all the Victorian items in the picture and write them 
down in the list below.  Now think about your kitchen at home 
and write down the items that you would find in your kitchen. 

 

Victorian Kitchen My Kitchen 
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Do you have any of these items in your kitchen at home? 

 

The children find themselves in a Victorian kitchen.  Circle all the Victorian items you can find. 
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Do you have any of the toys you have circled?

 
 
The children find themselves in a Victorian bedroom.  Circle all the Victorian toys you can find. 
 

 

 


